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Examine Thompson’s list of possible reactions and consequences. Place your 

scandal into these descriptions with your group. Write a description for the next class of 
what you and your group discussed about your specific scandal.  

In addition to this discussion paper, develop a timeline of important events for 
your scandal.  

Minimum 250 words for each paper. 
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Read Ray Bradbury’s short story “A Sound of Thunder.” Do not, and I mean it, 

do not, watch the horrible Ashton Kutcher film by the same name. 
 

http://www.lasalle.edu/~didio/courses/hon462/hon462_assets/sound_of_thunder.htm 
 
After you read Bradbury’s story, preferably as soon after as possible, watch one 

of the following:  
 
The original Star Trek episode “City on the Edge of Forever,” or  
Back to the Future I



The first of the two essays should speculate on what would have happened in your 
scandal had that critical moment played out differently. Begin the essay by describing the 
change that you are working from. What would have happened to the main players had 
this happened the way you are changing it? What would the wider consequences have 
been?  

I want this to be a reasonably logical change to the events, not something 
outlandish; don’t have aliens coming down from the sky or sudden nuclear attacks 
(unless it is reasonable to believe that might have happened). An example of a logical 
change might be that, just before the 1941 Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, the report 
from the radar operators is believed rather than dismissed. This might have led to fighter-
planes being in the air to meet the attackers and the ships being at alert status rather than 
surprised. It might also have led to the American public being not as committed to 
entering the war as the attack would not have been nearly so damaging. On the other 
hand, it could have led to the war being shorter, as the US Pacific Fleet would have 
recovered much faster. This example is not a scandal, but you should be able to see what 
I mean about the importance of changes at critical moments. 

 
 
The second essay should be an analytical work supporting your speculations in 

the first essay. Draw from your reading of Thompson to support your predictions of how 
the scandal plays out. Research the main players; how would they have reacted to this 
new change? 

Minimum 750 words for each paper. 
 
 
 
 


